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BOHOUGH  OF  BISHOP*  S GAG  TLB  URBAl^  DISTRICT 


REPORT 


- of  the  - 


liEDICAL  OFFICER'  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year 


BOROUGH  OF  BIGHOP’S  CA-STLH  URBAN  D13TRICT. 


REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1938. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.  M.  Gepp,  D. P. H.  (S.W.  Salop  Combined 

Districts) . 

Sanitary  Inspector.  C.  Sraithurst.  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Inst. 
Certificate  in  Sanitary  Science  of  Nottingham  University  College. 
Also  held  office  under  the  Council  as:-  Road  Surveyor,  Water  and 
Sewerage  Works  Manager,  and  General  Inspector. 

Mr.  Stiithurst  died,  after  a short  illness,  in  April  of  the 
present  year,  and  before  he  had  been  able  to  make  out  the 
statistical  tables  of  inspection  and  other  details  for  this 
Report.  They  are,  therefore,  necessarily,  omitted.  With  the 
help  of  the  Town  Clerk  in  going  through  the  Inspector’s  monthly 
reports  to  the  Committees  I have  been  able  to  record  the  more 
important  matters  in  regard  to  Sanitation. 

By  the  premature  death  of  Mr.  Smithurst  the  Council  has 
lost  the  services  of  a very  capable,  conscientious,  and  zealous 
Officer  and  his  loss  is  greatly  regretted,  by  the  Council  and 
by  myself. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  ARHA. 
Area  (in  acres).  I867. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  mid  1938.  1302. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according  to  Rate  Books.  396 

Rateable  Value.  £5>452.  Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate.  £20. 

Social  Cond-itions.  The  District  consists  of  the  old  corporate 
market  tov/n  of  Bishop’s  Castle,  surrounded  by  a considerable  area  of 
agrioultural  land.  There  are  no  industries  other  than  agriculture 
in  the  District.  Most  of  the  houses  are  old,  and  a number  of  the 
older  ar*e  of  inferior  structure  and  below  modern  standards  of  amenity 
and  are  occupied  in  the  main  at  lo\7  rentals  within  the  means  of 
occupiers  of  small  incomes.  The  Council  has  built  ^^rty-eight  good 
artisan  houses,  but  apart  from  these  there  has  been  practically  no 
building  of  cottages  for  many  years.  The  closing,  or  demolition,  of 
the  worst,  and  action  taken  for  repair  or  reconditioning  of  other, 
house  property  is  leading  to  a general  improvement. 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  5 
” " Measles  (all  ages)  1 

" ” Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  - 

" ” Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

Bishop’s  Castle  U.  Ih  England  & Wales. 


Humber.  Rate./ 
Nil 


Birth  rate  per  1,000 

of  population 

13.5 

15. 1 

Death  rate  ’’  ” 

,,  ,,  ( Crude 

( Corrected 

10.2 

7.5 

11.6 

Infant  death  rate  per 

1 ,000  born 

- 

53. 

Population. 

The  population  at  the 

middle  of  1938, 

as 

estimated  by  the  Registrar  General,  was  1302,  or  43  less  than  at 
the  Census  of  193'^> 


Birth  rate  in  the 

1938 

• • 

13.5 

District  per  1,000 

1937 

• • 

12.2 

population 

1936 

Average 

tl 

• • 

of  5 years  1931-35 
"10  " 1921-30 

11.3 

16.8 

17.2 

The  rate  for  last  year,  as  for  the  two  preceding,  shows  a 
marked  decline  compared  with  the  District’s  previous  average. 

It  was  hov/ever  somewhat  higher  than  in  1936  or  1937*  Of  the 
total  of  19  (live  and  still)  births  1,  or  3*3  per  cent,  was 
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Crude. 

Corrected. 

Death  rate  in  the 

1938 

• • 

..  1,0.2 

7.5 

District  per  1,000 

1937 
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..  14.5 

10.7 
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1936 
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7.3 
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of  5 years  1931‘-35 

..  15.2 

11  .,2 

( 

It 

" 10  " 1921-30 

..  1^.9 
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The  death  rate  for  the  year,  when  corrected  for  age  and 
sex  distribution,  Is  an  extremely  low  figure,  and  the  average 
death  rate  for  the  past  18  years  has  compared  very  favourably  v/ith 
that  of  the  Country  generally. 

Ho  death  was  due  to  Scarlet  fever,  Diphtheria,  Influenza, 
tuberculosis,  bronchitis  or  pneumonia.  Measles  caused  1 death. 
Cancer  5>  heart  disease  4?  cerebral  haemorrhage  1,  diabeces  1., 

No  death  was  due  to  suicide  or  to  accident. 


Infant  death  rate 

: 1938 

nil 

in  the  District 

: 1937 

nil 

per  1,000  born  ' 

; 1936  ... 

ni  1 

f Average  of  5 years 

1931-35 

35. 

( " "10  " 

1921-30 

36. 

No  infant  death  has  occurred  in  the  past  3 years,  and  the 

average  for  the  15  preceding  years  was,  as  will  be  seen,  a 

notable  low  and  satisfactory  figure.  The  notable  reduction 

from  an  average  of  about  100  infant  deaths  per  1,000  born  in  the 

period  1907  to  19'19j  has  been  a marked  feature  of  advancer  in 
health  conditions,  and  a testimony  to  the  progress  in  matters 
of  maternal  and  infant  welfare,  and  to  the  value  of  the  District 
Nurses’  work  and  the  Health  Visiting  system  of  the  County  Council. 
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GKLililUL  PRQVIGIOK  OF  lil^LTH  SERVICES  IH  TliE  AREA. 


As  regards  the  following  matters,  no  change  has  occurred 
during  the  year  in  the  arrangements  detailed  in  my  Annual  Heports 
for  1930,  1933,  and  1934* 

Nursing  in  the  Home,  Lahoratory  Facilities,  Clinics  and  Treatment 
Centres , Hospitals,  Amhulance  Facilities. 

Amhulance  Facilities.  The  District  is  served  hy  the 
County  Council’s  Motor  ^'jnhulances ,■  stationed  at  Shrewsbury  and 
available  for  ordinary,  or  infectious,  cases  as  detailed  on 
page  35  of  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  for  1937« 

In  addition,  by  an  arrangement  initiated  by  the  Council  some  time 
ago,  there  is  available- at  a local  Oarage  a closed  motor  conveyance, 
for  private  use  at  very  reasonable  cost,  suitable  for  either 
sitting,  or  stretcher,  cases  at  very  short  notice.  There  is  no 
co-ordination  of  these  public  and  private  services,  but  they  appear 
to  be  adequate  to  the  ordinary  needs  of  the  District, 

Isolation  Hospital  AccoriE.iOdati on.  In  the  absence  of  any 
material  progress  in  the  County  Scheme,  the  Council  continues  its 
arrangement  for  the  admission  of  urgent  cases  to  the  Shrewsbury  & 
Atcham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  by  i^ayment. 


SANITARY  GIRCULISTldJCES  OF  THE  /uIKA. 

Water  Supply.  The  Council  is  still  engaged  in  determining 
what  action  shall  be  taken  for  increasing  and  conserving  the 
suijply.  During  the  year,  at  the  instance  of  the  Minister  of 
Health,  further  remedial  work  in  connection  with  the  existing  4 inch 
gravitational  main,  from  Maesgwyn  intakes  to  the  Service  tank  at 
The  Cabin, -was  undertaken..  This  v/ork  consisted  in  some  replace- 
ments of  sections,  improving  bends  and  gradients,  searching  for  and 
removing  obstmetions,  and  replacing  aircocks  with  automatic  air 
valves.  The  work  was  begun  in  October  and  completed  in  March  of 
this  year.  The  completion  of  this  v/ork  has  not  shown  the  desired 
increase  of  supply,  and  the  Council  has  now  to  make  further 
proposals,  for  augmentation,  to  the  Ministry.  The  alternatives 
appear  to  be,  (1.)  the  laying  of  a new  gravitational  main  and  the 
construction  of  a large  storage  reservoir  above  the  tov/n,  to 
conserve  all  available  surplus  of  the  supply;  or  (2)  to  seek  for  a 
supply  in  water  bearing  strata  below  the.  town  and  to  pump  water  to 
supplement  the  existing  supply.  In  this  connection  the  Council 
consulted  Professor  Boulton  of  Birmingham  University  v/ho  visited  in 
February  /md  inspected  a private  well  and  boring  sorae  96  feet  deep, 
from  which  an  artesian  supply  is  obtained.  Professor  Boulton  was 
of  opinion  that  the  prospect  warranted  making  a pumping  test  and 
taking  an  anal^^sis  of  this  supply. 

The  supply  to  the  town  was  not  constscat  during  the  year. 
Drought  conditions  caused  considerable  restriction  in  hours  of 
supply  from  February  to  the  first  week  in  June.  In  July, 

August,  and  September,  a constant  supply  was  giveii,  but  in 
October,  and  most  of  November,  work  on  the  main  necessitated 
restrictions  again.  With  the  supply  restricted  to  1 i hours, 

7 a.m.  , to  6 p.m.  , consumi^tion  of  v/ater  was  found  to  be  24,350 
gallons  per  day,  as  against  34?  "1 00  unrestricted. 

Other  \7ork  carried  out  by  the  Go'nncil  included  installing 
a new  oil  engine  and  Maesgwyn,  replacing  the  old  pumping 

plant,  and  the  fixing  of  18  water  meters  on  non-domestic  supplies. 

Tests  for  leakage  in  services  were  made,  and  repairs 
effected.  The  sand  filters  were  cleaned  v/htin  necessary.  The 
new  pump  was  in  work  in  Hay  and  part  of  June>  during  the  end  of 
the  drought. 

Ten  new  Council  houses  v/ere  connected  to  the  supply. 


Water  ymalysis.  I have  no  record  of  any  sample  taken  during 

the  year  for  analysis.  I would  however,  repeat  my  recommendation 

for  periodic  hacteriological  analysis  of  the  water  in  order  to  keep 
under  observation  its  general  character  and  as  a test  of  the 
efficiency  of  the  sand  filters.  I understand  that  the  Council  had 
instructed  the  late  Surveyor  to  su'^it  samples  at  his  discretion. 

His  illness  and  death  prevented  any  such  action.  I would  advise 
that,  as  a first  step,  a sample  he  taken  for  analysis  at  regular 
quarterly  intervals. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  No  new  sewers  appear  to  have  been 
required,  nor  the  relaying  of  private  drains  to  any  extent.  The 
drains  laid  for  the  ten  new  Council  houses  were  connected  to  the 
sewers.  The  Sev/^age  Disposal  Works  were  maintained  efficiently, 
and  the  sludge  lagoon  v/as  emptied  in  August. 

Streams.  No  instance  of  pollution  came  to  notice. 

Closet  Accommodation.  In  the  sewered  area  the  system  of 
v/ater  carriage  is  general,  some  7 or  8 privies  only  appear  to  be 
remaining.  With  an  improved  water  supply  the  conversion  of  some 
existing  old  hand  flushed  W. C.  's  to  tank  flushing,  should  be 
expedited. 

Scavenging.  The  Council  provides  for  collection  of  house 
refuse  by  contract.  Collection  is  by  lorry,  and  weekly,  the  refuse 
being  disposed  of  in  a disused  quarry  a mile  out  of  the  town,  and  by 
a system  of  ’ Controlled  tipping. ’ Action  to  keep  down  rats  by 
trapping  was  taken  by  the  Surveyor  from  time  to  time.  In  May,  23 
were  caught,  in  July,  11,  and  in  August,  2.  In  November  they  had 
again  increased  and  a number  were  caught  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  ’the  Area. 

For  the  reason  given  at  the  head  of  this  Report,  no 
serviceable  figures  are  available  as  to  routine  work  of  inspection, 
and  the  usual  tabular  statements  as  to  Sanitary  Inspection,  Housing 
Inspection,  and  Inspection  of  Dairies  have  therefore  to  be  omitted. 

No  statutory  notices  were  issued,  but  the  Inspector’s 
informal  notices  for  repairs  to  houses,  or  other  sanitary ' defects, 
numbered  25,  of  which  19  were  reported  to  have  been  satisfactorily 
attended  to. 

Shops.  No  action  was  taken  relating  to  ventilation  or  to 
sanitary  conveniences  under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  1934* 

Camping  Sites.  None  has  come  under  notice. 

^noke  Abatement.  No  instances  of  nuisance  arose.  There 
are  no  factories.  ^ 

Swinming  Baths  and  Pools.  There  are  none. 

Dradication  of  bed  bugs.  No  houses  have  been  found  to  be 
infested^  Np  method  has,  so  far,  been  adopted,  or  found  npcessary, 
for  ensuring  the  freedom  from  vermin  of  belongings  of  tenants  before 
removal'to  Council _ houses.  , The  desirability  of  supervision "in  all 
cases  of  removal  should  be  borne  in  mind  as  a routine  measure.’ 

Schools.  The  tv/o  elementary  schools  have  the  town  water 
laid  on  and  are  drained  to  the  sev/ers.  The  County  Council 
Secondary  School  is  ' outside  the  sev/ered  area  and  has  septic  tank 
disposal.  The  Sariitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  good; 
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HOUSING. 


In  connection  with  the  Council's  Slum  Clearance  Scheme 
four  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  and  Closing  Orders 
were  made,  and  he came  effective,  as  to  two  houses. 

Housing  Act  1936  - Part  IV  - Overcrowding; - 

(a)  (i)  Nurnher  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  . . nil 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Nuiiiher  of  persons  dv/elling  therein  _ 

(h)  Number  of  nev/  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  . . 2 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowdiiig  relieved  during 

the  year  . . 2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ..  ? 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  . . -nil 

New  Houses.  The  Council  built  10  houses  during  the  year 

on  their  Kerry  Green  Housing  Hstate.  Of  these  6 were  with  Gtate 

Assistance  for  re-housing  families  displaced  from  condemned 
property,  and  4 were  without  State  ‘Assistance,  to  be  let  at 
economic  rents.-  All  were  completed  and  occupied  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

There  was  no  building  by  private  persons. 

The  nuiiber  of  houses  built  and  ovmed  by  the  Council  is 
48,  or  some  12  per  cent  of  the  houses  in  the  Borou^. 

Housing  Rural  Workers  Act  1926. 

No.  of  houses  for  which  grants  Mere  made  during  the  year  ..  1 

No.  of  houses  in  which  improvements  were  completed  duri'ng 

the  year  . . 5 

No.  still  in  hand  at  end  of  year  . . . . - 

Total  'number  of  houses  completed  since  1926  under  the  Act  ..  11 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 


tiilk  and  Bairies 


Number 

of 

(1)  tiilk  Producers  on  Register 

• • 

« • 

16 

Wholesalers 

• • 

• • 

2 

Retailers  only 

• • 

« • 

14 

(2)  Registered  Dairies 

• • 

• • 

22 

(3)  Registered  Mlkshops 

• • 

• • 

- 

Number 

of 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  ; 

milk 

sellers 

in  District 

at 

end  of 

■ ye  ar 

Nil 

M 

11 

Tuberculin  Tested 

It  M 

11  It' 

It  It 

Nil 

M 

11 

Pasteurised 

11  If 

If  It 

11  If 

Nil 

11 

M 

•Accredited 

n If 

If  11 

II  If 

Nil 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods.  There  are  six  slaughterhouses  on  the 
Register  including  one  not  in  present  use.  Inspection  was  made  at 
time  of  slaughter  when  possihle.  No  carcases  or  parts  appear  to 
have  been  found  unsound.  The  Inspector  reported  to  the  Gouncil 

from  time  to  time  that  the  slaughterhouses  were  kept  in 
satisfactory  condition. 

Bakehouses . ' There  arc  3 on  the  Register.  Gleansing  is 
done  regularly,  or  upon  request  when  found  necessary. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the  District  Gouncil, 
free  of  cost  to  cases  of  the  poorer  class,  through  a local  chemist 
who  supplies  medical  men  upon  request.  Antitoxin  is_  in  general 
use  in  all  but  very  slight  cases.  In  accordance  v/ith  the 
recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Hemorandum  of  July, 

1922,  the  contracting  chemist  was  instructed  to  hold  and  supply 
antitoxin  in  phials  of  8,000  units  for  treatment,  and  of  500  units 
for  protective  use. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  In  1936  the  Council  adopted  a 
scheme,  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  whereby  parents  of 
the  poorer  class  may,  upon  their  request,  obtain  active  immunisation 
of  their  children,  between  the  ages  of  one  and  sixteen  years,  at 
the  public  cost.  So  far  no  request  has  been  received. 

Disinfection.  The  Council  is  provided,  jointly  with  the 
Clun  R. D. C. , with  a ’Thresh’  Emergency  Steam  Disinfector.  The 
apparatus  is  housed  at  the  V/orkhouse. 

House  disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  Inspector  by  means 
of  formalin  spray,  or  vapor  lamps. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  or  of  Scarlet  fever  came  to  light 
during  the  year.  The  only  notifications  received  were  of  two 
pneumonia  cases. 

No  case  of ^Diphtheria  has  been  notified  since  1930,  and 
only  two  cases  of  Scarlet  fever  since  1934?  both  these  being 
apparently  of  imported  infection. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the -Year. 
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TulDerculosis. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age -Periods 

Pospiratory. 

I'l  on- 

Rcspiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory 

LI. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

u. 
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Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tulperculosis)  Repgilations , 1925 . Mo 

action  was  taken  or  found  necessary,  as  to  tuberculous  employees 
in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  '1925»  Section  62.  No  action  v/as  necessary  for 
application  for  an  order  for  compulsory  removal  to  hospital. 


M. 


GEPP. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Shrewsbury. 

8th  July,  1939. 
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